
Origin of  Film

Film Study I



Warm-up

• On a sheet of  paper that you that you will turn in, please answer the 

following questions:

• What do you remember about the first movie you saw? 

• What was the movie?

• Were you at home or in a movie theater?

• Describe how you felt after the movie was over.



Read Handout

• Answer the following questions (in complete sentences) from the 
reading: 

1. Where does the word “movie” come from?

2. When were movies first shown in public?

3. What was the first American movie that attempted to tell a story?

4. Who proved that a horse gallops with all 4 feet off  the ground? How did he prove it?

5. Explain what a focal point is. 

6. Answer the question at the bottom about black and white movies. 



The Weird World of  Early Cinema

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87km5sFrIQQ

• Watch the first 33 mins of  the documentary and write down the names of  

the film pioneers, their contributions, and the equipment they used. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87km5sFrIQQ


Who invented movies?

• Everyone and no one. 

• In terms of  technology, they emerged out of  early image projectors.

• Story-wise, people originally weren’t particularly interested in a story, but 

rather that the pictures were moving.



The Magic Lantern

• 1700’s

• Projected still images onto a screen using candlelight.

• Special effects possible with more advanced models.

• Most commonly used for slideshows.

http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/itemimages/188/687/188687_large.jpg



The $25,000 Bet

• 1872, Leland Stanford, governor of  California, insists that when a horse is in 

gallop all four hooves leave the ground.

• Hires Eadward Muybridge, a photographer, to prove his point.

• (Muybridge murders his wife’s lover, but is judged innocent through 

temporary insanity)

• Lines up cameras and has horse and rider gallop down the track and over a 

hurdle.

https://youtu.be/wNU7sXkZmSw


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/73/The_Horse_in_Motion.jpg



Zoetrope into Zoopraxiscope



Persistence of  Vision

• Phenomenon whereby the eye ‘remembers’ what is has just seen even after 

the object has disappeared.

• Believed to be the explanation for motion perception in film.

• Look at a light and close your eyes.



Kinetoscope

• Invented by Edison, though no part was actually Edison’s invention.

• Used George Eastman’s flexible film.

• Allowed for single viewing, stooped in front of  the machine.

• Norman Raff  opened a Kinetoscope parlor, charging 25 cents for admission.



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/03/KinetoscopeParlorbis.jpg



The Vitascope

Norman Raff  and Thomas Armat paid 

Edison to use his name when marketing the 

Vitascope.

First recognizable ‘movie-going experience’ 

compared to what we have today.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8c/Vitascope.jpg



The Lumière Brothers

• Auguste and Louis Lumière

• Showed their audiences what appears to be random, plotless shots of  

humans doing things.

• “It was the motion alone that intrigued the spectators.” – Albert Smith

• As long as it was moving it was interesting.

• Lumière Brothers First Films

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nj0vEO4Q6s


Georges Méliès

• Just before WWI wrote, directed, and designed the scenery for, and often 

acted in about 500 films.

• Used fade-outs, dissolves, and double exposures.

• Known for oddly childlike ghoulishness.

• Surrealism and Special Effects

• Le Voyage Dans la Lun

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNLZntSdyKE


Edwin S Porter

• Sailor, electrician, early film maker, cameraman.

• The Great Train Robbery (1903)

• To our modern eyes it seems unremarkable.

• Told a story with virtually no titles.

• Utilized depth within the scene.

• The Great Train Robbery

https://www.loc.gov/item/00694220


Closure

• Explain 3 significant people or events that are influential in 

the origin of  film. 


